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Community Action month spotlights life changing work  

  More than 83,000 families received assistance with homelessness, housing and emergencies 

through Michigan Community Action agency programs last year, work that is being spotlighted during 

Community Action Month in May. 

 During 2016/2017, Michigan’s 29 Community Action Agencies leveraged $359 million in 

government, local and private funding to help pull more than 170,000 people from the grip of poverty, 

through Head Start, food assistance and housing weatherization programs.  Community Action Month 

spotlights the wide-reaching assistance available through Community Action programs.   

  “The efforts of our 29 member agencies reach families across our state,” says Kate White, MCA 

executive director, the umbrella association for Michigan’s CAAs.  “Our goals are to alleviate poverty and to 

help people break that cycle.  Our efforts can change the lives of families for generations.” 

 National Community Action Month is celebrated annually to reinforce CAAs’ role in helping low-

income families achieve economic stability and raise awareness for poverty-related problems.   

 “We exist to help people, from preschoolers to seniors,” White explains.  “Over time, we can help 

break the grip of poverty.”   

 Founded in 1975, MCA serves its 29 member agencies throughout Michigan to strengthen their 

capacity to alleviate the causes and circumstances of poverty. To find the agency that serves your county, 

visit micommunityaction.org. 
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