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Weatherization bill would help more low income homes 
 
 In order to help more Michigan residents reduce energy costs and work toward self-sufficiency, 

Michigan Community Action (MCA) urges passage of a bill to extend federal funding for home 

weatherization projects. 

 SB 647, sponsored by Sen. Dale Zorn (R-Monroe), would extend funding for weatherization 

assistance programs to 2022, through the federally-funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 

While most LIHEAP funds in Michigan are used to help low income seniors and families pay overdue utility 

bills, Sen. Zorn’s bill sets aside money that helps eligible residents to weatherize their homes to use energy 

more efficiently and save money.   

 ‘With the current funding, we are keeping low income people warm but we’re not helping them 

lower their bills or reduce their need for further payment assistance,” says Kate White, MCA executive 

director.  “Weatherization helps people become more self-sufficient by stretching resources further.  The bill 

would allow Community Action agencies to plan ahead for proper staffing levels and hire local contractors 

to do the work, such as installing insulation, repairing furnaces and sealing cracks to reduce air leakage.”  

 The Community Action network was able to weatherize 275 more residential units (from 800 to 

1,075 units) during the last fiscal year because it had more predictable three-year funding.  

 “Five years of funding would allow agencies to be even more efficient,” White says, noting that the 

extension would have no impact on the state’s general fund as all dollars are federal.   
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 Founded in 1975, MCA serves its 29 member agencies throughout Michigan to strengthen their 

capacity to alleviate the causes and circumstances of poverty. 
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