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MCA's Mission

L-R Clarence Carter, David Bradley, Patrick Henry.

MCA and the Bureau of Community Action and Economic Opportunity (BCAEO)
are finalizing plans for “Putting the Promise into Action,” our 2019 summer
conference to be held July 23-25 at Boyne Mountain Resort in beautiful “up North”
Michigan.
There will be nearly 70 breakout sessions offered along 10 major subject matter
tracks that are sure to meet the needs and interests of Community Action Agency
staff and board members.
MCA has confirmed Clarence Carter, the acting director of the Administration of
Children and Families within the Office of Community Services, will speak at
breakfast on Thursday, July 25. Among his topics will be promoting human
capacity and community transformation, a recent initiative of OCS. He will also
share his insights on the reauthorization of the Community Services Block Grant.
Also sure to hit on the future of CSBG will be Tuesday morning speaker, David
Bradley of the National Community Action Foundation. Tuesday evening’s dinner
will be outside under the party tent where we’ll enjoy the humor and songs of
Patrick Henry, a highly regarded motivational speaker from North Carolina.
Early conference registration ends on July 12. After that registrations will be done
on site. To register before the early deadline and save, please visit the conference
registration page on our website: https://mcac.memberclicks.net/conference

Boosting the EITC Can Help Fill Workforce
Gap

To strengthen and inspire Community
Action Agencies to champion
solutions to poverty and to promote
economic opportunity.

Upcoming Events
Directors Council meeting July 22
at Boyne Mountain.
Board of Directors meeting July 22
at Boyne Mountain
MCA-BCAEO Summer Conference
at Boyne Mountain July 23-25,
2019. Registration details here.
For a full list of events, visit MCA’s
calendar.

Did you know?
This year’s summer conference will
feature nearly 70 breakout sessions
along 10 subject matter tracks—
something for everyone in Community
Action! See the latest conference
schedule here.

Catalyst welcomes
input, story ideas
Is there a story or issue you'd like to
see covered in Catalyst?
Let us know what's happening in your
agency or region. Success stories?
Recent events? People news?
We welcome your input and
feedback. Please send your
comments and ideas here.
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MCA has joined a coalition of leading Michigan nonprofits supporting an increase in the state
Earned Income Tax Credit. Here, Kate White (pink jacket) of MCA takes part in a press
conference announcing the formation of the coalition.

(The following Op-Ed by MCA executive director Kate White appeared in the June
14 edition of the Grand Rapids Business Journal)
As Michigan employers continue to struggle to find qualified workers in a tight labor
market, lawmakers in Lansing have the power to provide at least partial relief.
An increase to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which has historically
enjoyed bipartisan support, would boost the labor force by helping thousands of
Michigan families obtain employment and achieve self-sufficiency.
The EITC benefits working people with low to moderate incomes, particularly those
who have children. Michigan slashed its credit in 2011 from 20 percent of the
federal EITC to just 6 percent, hitting vulnerable families the hardest.
The state’s economy is back on solid footing, but many families still face barriers
that negatively affect access to employment, education and housing. As the
Michigan Legislature crafts its next budget, it could take a strong bipartisan policy
step that would help struggling families and add to the qualified workforce.
A boost in the EITC from 6 percent to 12 percent over two years would help
Michigan residents better afford workforce training, transportation to jobs, housing
and child care that would make it easier to juggle work and family life.
A return to at least 12 percent would give families below the poverty line muchneeded resources to enter the workforce. For example, a struggling family could
spend the credit they receive to repair a vehicle that then allows them to get to
work or to school. Or it could help them afford specific training to become qualified
to fill jobs or to move to safe, affordable housing near their employer or a new job
opportunity. It might also give them the means to pay for child care that allows
parents to work outside the home.
Access to education and training is also critical. A staggering 9.7 percent of
working-age Michigan adults do not complete a K-12 education. It is no longer
possible to support a family with a high school diploma. Entry-level jobs are paying
less than before, and more education is required to attain higher-earning positions.
Today, the gap to move from poverty to self-sufficiency is bigger than ever,
requiring an income that is 3 1/2 times the federal poverty level.
Furthermore, children who grow up in the bottom fifth of national family income are
more likely to remain in poverty as adults. Breaking poverty cycles requires time
and a whole-family approach. Head Start is the classic two-generational approach
to solving poverty, and Community Action Agencies in Michigan are coupling Head
Start with adult literacy and GED classes to help families succeed.
Given even a little support, people who want jobs can overcome the barriers that
block them. As Community Action Agencies on the front lines of combating poverty,
we urge Michigan lawmakers to prioritize budget items that will be a win-win for
employers seeking reliable workers and people who want those jobs in order to be
self-sufficient and support their families.
As lawmakers determine budget priorities, they should include solutions to poverty
and policies that help families attain economic security. Supporting Gov. Whitmer’s
proposed EITC increase is a good start.

Network News!
CAAC Completes Dual Affordable
Housing/Job Training Project

Matt Purcell
Directors Council Chair
GCCARD
Eric Schertzing
CAA Governing Board Officer
Capital Area Comm. Services

Community Action Allegan County (CAAC) hosted a ribbon cutting and open house
to unveil its recently completed affordable home construction/job training project on
May 10. The unique project, the first for the agency’s Dual Community
Development program, combined affordable housing, vocational skills training, and
energy efficiency features that support the agency’s mission of Helping People,
Changing Lives. Among the attendees were the lucky new homeowners, State
Representative Mary Whiteford, State Senator Aric Nesbitt’s constituent relations
director Josh Przygocki, CAAC staff, and representatives from the many suppliers
and contractors that took part in the project. CAAC will describe the program and
project in detail as part of a session on community development scheduled for
MCA’s upcoming summer conference.

Wayne Metro Gets Congressional Shout Out

Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency, the CAA serving Wayne County
including the City of Detroit, was cited from the floor of Congress when US
Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-13) extolled the agency’s 21st Century Accelerate
to Great A2G Program, According to the Congresswoman, “The young people who
have participated in this program have shown initiative and growth . . . and
determination to reach their highest potential. Wayne Metro has been a resource
for the people of Wayne County. Their wrap-around programming demonstrates an
understanding the investing in our children is investing in a better future and a
better quality of life for all the residents in the 13th Congressional District.”

MCA Will Promote “Complete Count” with
New Grant
MCA was recently awarded a
$105,000 grant from the Michigan
Nonprofit Association that will help
12 Community Action Agencies do
outreach and promotion in 23 rural
counties to encourage resident
participation in the 2020 US
Census. MCA will distribute the
funds to the CAAs in the targeted
counties.

Kate White to be Honored by Elder Law of
Michigan

Kate White

Elder Law of Michigan, an organization that advocates on behalf of Michigan’s
senior population, announced that MCA executive director Kate White has been
awarded the 2019 Joe D. Sutton Call to Justice Award for her work in elder abuse
prevention. She will be presented the award on August 7 at Urban Beat event
center in Old Town Lansing.
The Joe D. Sutton Call to Justice Awards honor those that share the mission of
Elder Law of Michigan, Inc. to advocate for, educate, and assist those in need, with
a continued focus on older adults and persons with disabilities.
Ron Tatro, Vice President of Elder Law of Michigan, said “Kate has served
Michigan seniors over several decades. First, with the State of Michigan, Elder
Law of Michigan, and now with Michigan Community Action, her commitment and
dedication to the senior community have remained strong and resolute.”
Kate was president and CEO of Elder Law of Michigan before joining MCA in 2013

Members Discuss MEAP with Anne Cusack of
MPSC

Ann Cusack (center), director of the Michigan Public Services Commission’s
Customer Assistance Division met with MCA and member agencies via conference
call on June 20 to discuss the network’s experience with the 2018-19 Michigan
Energy Assistance Program and how to improve MEAP service delivery in the
future.

MCA Hopes to Broaden Impact of
Community Action Awards

One of the most popular events on MCA’s calendar is the annual Community
Action Awards held at the State Capitol to recognize the achievements and
contributions of CAA clients and volunteers. In a meeting with our state lobbyist,
Robb Kennedy of Capitol Affairs, MCA staff considered ways to improve the event
by increasing attendance of state legislators. Everyone agreed to have the
broadest impact, MCA should promote more nominations from its statewide
network of 28 Community Action Agencies so more legislators would participate
with official citations to their nominees and award winners. Another method will be
to include the nominees’ hometowns and counties on the nomination forms to
more easily connect the nominees with the appropriate legislators’ districts.
“Ideally, we’d have at least one nominee from each agency,” explained Robb, “That
would ensure more legislators would be aware of the accomplishments of clients
and volunteers through their local CAAs.”

FLEXPATH: CAPELLA OFFERS A
REVOLUTIONARY WAY TO EARN A DEGREE
Capella's FlexPath learning format offers career-advancing skills and the
knowledge with a class schedule entirely controlled by you. FlexPath is
personalized, efficient and economical; adapting to the schedules and needs of
busy professionals like yourself.
With a self-paced format, you are in control of your course schedule. Pace will
determine price and you can complete as many courses as you want, up to 2
simultaneously, each session for one flat fee1. Leverage what you already know to
move faster through courses and take time on what you need to learn. Support
from start to finish with tutors, faculty, and personalized planning from
coaches. 1Books, supplies, and other fees may apply
Available FlexPath Programs
Health Care Administration | Psychology | Business | Information Technology |
Education | Nursing
As a staff member of an MCA affiliated agency, you and your immediate family are
eligible for significant financial and educational benefits:
50% off the first 12-week session toward a degree program for eligible
students who start a FlexPath program before January 2019
$4,000 grant toward a degree program for eligible students who enroll in a
GuidedPath program by January 2019
Additional 10% tuition discount for all eligible students* *Not combinable with select
tuition discounts

Credit for your professional certificates and prior learning
Free professional development webinars
Capella University is an accredited online university dedicated to providing an
exceptional, professionally- aligned education that puts you in the best position to
succeed in your field.
You can earn certifications, or bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in areas
such as Information technology, business, human resources, health care, and
nursing. Our courses and programs are designed to meet standards established by
professional associations and accrediting bodies—so you gain skills and
knowledge that are immediately applicable to your career goals.
LEARN MORE www.capella.edu/michigancommunityaction
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