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Michigan US Senator Debbie Stabenow met with Michigan CAA leaders and staff after her
appearance at the NCAF Legislative Conference in DC last month.

A proposed federal grant to help people with opioid use disorder (OUD) is a new
issue for the National Community Action Foundation, which held its annual
conference in Washington, D.C. March 20-23.

CAAs in the News

Follow MCA on Twitter,
Facebook and LinkedIn
Keep up with news coverage and action
alerts. Click on the links below to follow
MCA today.

MCA's Mission
To serve member agencies and
strengthen their capacity to alleviate the
causes and circumstances of poverty.

Announcements
MCA Releases 2017 Annual ReportUpdated
MCA has released its annual report for
2017. To view the updated PDF, click
here..

Legislation in the U.S. House would fund Community Action Agencies to help
families affected by OUD find treatment and assist them with such necessities as
food, housing, transportation and employment. The program could help educate
communities – including children and youths – about OUD, and train Community
Action personnel to spot signs of OUD.
It was one of several key issues at the conference, which included
representatives from about a half-dozen Michigan Community Action agencies,
said Kate White, Michigan Community Action executive director, who attended.
The opioid response bill https://www.betterdistricts.org/bill/115-hr-5124 would
authorize $50 million a year through 2022. The main sponsor is U.S. Rep. Betty
McCollum of Minnesota, a Democrat.
A top NCAF legislative priority is to reauthorize and increase the Community
Services Block Grant (CSBG), which provides federal funding to Community
Action agencies. The CSBG was last reauthorized by Congress in 1998 through
2002. Since then, the money has been appropriated annually in the federal
budget. Reauthorization would guarantee funding for multiple years.
“Reauthorization would mean we don’t have to fight every year to be part of the
administration’s budget,” White said. “It would make it harder for them to cut
CSBG.”
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow of Michigan spoke at the conference, advocating an
increase in the CSBG to $750 million from the current $715 million. Last year,
Michigan received $25.9 million in federal funds for Community Action services.
The reauthorization bill – H.R. 5365 – is led by U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson of
Pennsylvania, a Republican. https://www.congress.gov/bill/115thcongress/house-bill/5365/text More sponsors are needed.

May is Community Action Month!
Head over to Community Action
Partnership's website to download all or
part of their 49 page Community Action
Month Toolkit. Please click here.
Minnesota CAA is Seeking Executive
Director
Community Action Partnership of
Hennepin County is seeking an
Executive Director. For further details
please click here.
For a full list of announcements, visit
MCA’s website.

Upcoming Events
Building Michigan Communities
Conference, April 30-May 2, Lansing
Center- for details click here.
MCA Day at the Capitol and
Community Action Awards, May 3Contact: Mike Shalley

“If we can get the reauthorization with an increase in the CSBG, and if we can get
funding for opioid addiction, CAAs could really feel an improvement in
resources,” White said.
The NCAF conference featured speakers from several Community Action
agencies around the U.S. that are already attacking the opioid epidemic and the
problems it inflicts on families in their communities. Under House Bill H.R. 5124,
opioid addiction assistance funds would be given on a competitive grant basis to
individual Community Action Agencies. Grants would range from $50,000 up to
$1 million. A senate version of the bill is expected to be introduced in coming
weeks.
Other good news at the conference was that funding for weatherization programs
will increase by $20 million to $251 million in the new federal budget signed by
President Trump. Also, funding for LIHEAP energy assistance was increased to
$3.39 billion, a $250 million increase.
White encouraged local Michigan Community Action agencies to include money
in their travel budgets to attend the NCAF event next year.
“It’s a valuable conference,” she stressed, “Our presence there and interaction
with legislators is very powerful.”

NWCAA-Energy partnership helps cut
residents’ utility bills with solar

CAPLAW National Training
Conference, June 20-22,
Albuquerque NM - for details click
here.
MCA Summer Conference, July 1012, Crystal Mountain Resort - for
details click here.
Community Action Partnership
Annual Convention, August 28-31,
Denver CO- for details click here.
For a full list of events, visit MCA’s
calendar.

Did you know?
April is National Volunteer Month. CAAs
rely on volunteers to help them carry
out their mission of service to the
community. We’ll be recognizing some
of the best during our Day at the Capitol
on May 3.

Catalyst welcomes
input, story ideas
Is there a story or issue you'd like to
see covered in Catalyst?
Let us know what's happening in your
agency or region. Success stories?
Recent events? People news?
We welcome your input and feedback.
Please send your comments and
ideas here.
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A solar panel farm in Wexford County provides renewable electric energy for low income
customers in NMCAA’s service area.

Low-income residents who have already seen their utility costs reduced after
their homes were weatherized by Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency
(NMCAA) are now realizing additional savings through a pilot program that
involves renewable energy credits.
As a result, program participants will pay as much as 70 percent less for
electricity than they did previously – “which is huge,” said Steve Taylor, building
performance and home repair manager for NMCAA. The savings are particularly
helpful for the residents NMCAA works with because studies show that lowincome people spend proportionately more of their income on utility bills, leaving
them less for necessities such as food and health care.
The new program – which involves NMCAA, Cherryland Electric Co-Op, the
Michigan Bureau of Community Action and Economic Opportunity, the State
Energy Office and the U.S. Department of Energy – helps accomplish two goals:
moving people toward economic self-sufficiency and aiding the environment,
Taylor said.
Through the initiative, 50 low-income northwest Michigan households will receive
renewable energy credits tied to solar panels in the SpartanSolar community
array near Cadillac, in which Cherryland Electric is a partner.
The program is based on the concept of virtual net metering, in which solar
energy is not used directly by homes on-site, but rather collected at a site shared
by subscribers. Customers receive credits on their electric bill for excess energy
produced by their share of a solar garden.
The program was implemented about six months ago after two years of planning.
The credits were to begin showing up on customers’ bills in April, and they are
projected to reduce participants’ yearly electric costs by 30 percent.
“The partnerships that make this program possible show what creative
collaboration can do to help people who need energy assistance,” said State
Rep. Larry Inman. “It is a great mix of applying renewable energy along with
weatherization techniques to help people save money and have more resources
for other necessities.”
To participate, households must meet income guidelines and their homes must
have undergone NMCAA weatherization (such as installation of weather
stripping, new windows or insulation) or passed an energy audit. More than 90
percent of households received weatherization services that lowered their energy
bills by 40 percent on average, Taylor said, pushing their total savings to 70
percent with the renewable energy credits.
Under the NMCAA/Cherryland Cooperative partnership, the leases on the solar
panels – seven per household – will run for 15 years. Qualified participants can
stay in the program as long as their bill payments are up to date.
“The beauty of it is that we’re helping promote renewable energy use but there’s
nothing installed on their home, so there’s no construction and no disruption to
their lives,” Taylor said.
Other pilot programs with similar goals but different designs are underway
elsewhere in the country, Taylor said noting that administrators will compile data
from each to determine which is most effective.

Melinda Johnson
At-Large Officer
Blue Water Community Action

The program also is helping promote the broader goal of more renewable energy
usage, Taylor said. SpartanSolar is offering subscriptions that entitle consumers
to a share of the energy produced by the solar array. The electric co-ops that own
SpartanSolar will continue to deliver energy and subscribers receive credits on
their bills.
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Bill aims to extend weatherization funding
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MemberClicks
Update

Sidewall insulation is one of the common upgrades provided in weatherizing a home to
improve its energy efficiency.

Keeping your MCA profile up-to-date in
MemberClicks helps us in our advocacy
efforts. With so many critical issues in
play this spring, we need to be able to
connect with members quickly and
keep you informed. Legislators are
often interested in how many people
work in Community Action and how
many jobs our network supports. Visit
the
website https://mcac.memberclicks.net/
to make sure your profile is current.
Thanks for your assistance.

Legislation that would increase access to stable and committed federal funding
for weatherization through the LIHEAP program will help Michigan Community
Action agencies increase the number of homes that they can weatherize for lowincome residents in Michigan each year.
MCA is supporting Senate Bill 647, sponsored by Sen. Dale Zorn, R-Monroe, to
dedicated federal weatherization funding through Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) into fiscal year 2022.
LIHEAP provides funds for weatherization projects designed to help low-income
people use energy more effectively. Weatherization projects include furnace
installation and repair, which can save residents hundreds of dollars each year.
“Weatherization is an important program to keep people safe through adequate
home heating, address any home air quality issues and to reduce their utility
bills,” says MCA Executive Director Kate White.”
When agencies are able to plan their budgets at the beginning of the fiscal year
and hire staff and local contractors to do weatherization projects, agencies can
help more people in need. Uninterrupted funding keeps contractors and
employees working year round and is most cost effective; Community Action
agencies worked on 275 more homes than in the first year, going from 800
residential units to 1,075.
SB 647 passed the Senate in February, and was sent to the House of
Representatives. The bill had a previous sunset date of Oct. 1, 2017.
Federal funds through LIHEAP aid the Home Heating Credit, State Emergency
Relief crisis assistance, the Michigan Energy Assistance Program and
weatherization assistance programs. The bill does not financially impact the
state’s budget, it as it simply clarifies the amount of LIHEAP funding allocated to
Michigan’s Weatherization Assistance Program operated by the Bureau of
Community Action and Economic Opportunity within MDHHS.

Register for 2018 Summer Conference

Local, state and national experts will present best practices and innovations and
share important information to prepare the network for the future at the annual
Michigan Community Action Summer Conference, July 10-12 at Crystal Mountain
Resort in Thompsonville, MI. The conference offers workshops for frontline staff,
managers, directors, and board members.
Conference registration is now open and our draft schedule is available for
review on the MCA website: https://mcac.memberclicks.net/annual-conference-1
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