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Low-income families gain housing through the Home Empowerment Program.

A Saginaw County man was renting a small home because he
thought it was all he could afford for his family.
“I’ve been working full-time since age 18, but with two kids we just
couldn’t see how to get ahead enough to afford a home,” says
Zachary. “Then we found Mid-Michigan Community Action.”
MMCAA’s Home Empowerment Program offers resources to
achieve and maintain successful homeownership. A home
empowerment coordinator creates an individualized plan based
on personal goals, and provides homebuyer education sessions,
foreclosure prevention services, financial capability courses and
down payment assistance.
Ten months after completing the courses, Zachary and his family
purchased their first home, a four-bedroom house that was a
much better fit for his family.
“It’s more affordable to own a home than it is to rent, and now I
feel like I’m providing what my family deserves,” he says. “We’re
thrilled to be in our new home.”

MCA's Mission
To serve member agencies and
strengthen their capacity to
alleviate the causes and
circumstances of poverty.

Zachary’s family and eight others were able to buy their own
homes last year with the program’s help.

Coalition to Keep Michigan Warm
travels to Capitol

Announcements
Applications open for 2018
Duvernay Award
Applications for MSHDA’s 2018
Terrence R. Duvernay Award are
being accepted now through Feb.
15. For more information on
award eligibility and for the
application, click here.
CAACHC seeks president/CEO
Community Action Agency of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County is
seeking a president/CEO. For
information on the position and to
apply, click here.
DISCA names new executive
director
Kristin Sommerfeld has been
named executive director of
Dickinson-Iron Community
Services Agency. Sommerfeld
has worked for DISCA since 1998,
serving in multiple roles, including
human resources manager and
executive assistant. She earned a
bachelor’s degree from St.
Norbert College.
For a full list of
announcements, visit MCA’s
website.

Members of the Coalition to Keep Michigan Warm speak in the Capitol Rotunda.

Members of the Coalition to Keep Michigan Warm helped raise
awareness for the need for low income energy assistance during
its 30th annual Day at the Capitol event Dec. 12. Legislators met
with members to discuss Michigan Energy Assistance Program
(MEAP) and federal LIHEAP funding.
“The past few months of extreme cold has further highlighted the
need for federal heating assistance programs,” says Kate White,
MCA executive director. “Low-income households need help to
stay warm and keep healthy now more than ever.”
In 2017, a MEAP grant distributed by MCA helped 9,000
households receive energy education, budgeting and financial
literary services and energy bill payment assistance.

Legislators meet at
MCA’s Day at the Capitol May 3rd

Upcoming Events
Committee Meetings Feb. 12
Finance and Personnel
Committee meeting
11 a.m.-noon
Directors Council meeting
1-3:30 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
3:30-5 p.m.
All committee meetings will be
held at the MCA offices in
Okemos. Please RSVP
to Angelia Miller.
MI CCAP Study Group Feb. 26
The MI CCAP Study Group will
meet with Charles McCann on
Monday, Feb. 26, from 10 a.m.-3
p.m. at MCA’s office in Okemos.
NCAF Legislative Conference
March 20-23
Community Action members can
meet with their congressional
delegation, as well as other
members of congressional
leadership and national
Community Action champions,
March 20-23 at the National
Community Action Foundation
(NCAF) 2018 Legislative
Conference in Washington, D.C.
The conference hosts
congressional speakers and other
national leaders who discuss
current events in Washington and
their relation to Community
Action. Information on how to
register will be available soon.
CAAs hold Walks for Warmth

MCA hosts its Legislative Day in the Capitol Rotunda.

Community Action Agency (CAA) leaders will have the chance to
meet legislators and discuss the impact of Community Action in
their districts during Michigan Community Action’s (MCA) Day at
the Capitol event May 3.
Member agencies may schedule meetings with their state
senators and representatives throughout the morning. MCA’s goal
is to have a representative from each of Michigan’s 29 CAAs
attend the event and take part in the legislative visits.
The event will begin with a Community Action Awards
presentation recognizing the achievements of clients and
volunteers whose accomplishments reflect the mission and spirit
of Community Action. During the ceremony, MCA will also
present the Legislator of the Year award to a state legislator who
has gone above and beyond in his/her support for Community
Action.
MCA is accepting nomination forms now through Friday, March
23. Forms may be filled out on MemberClicks. Microsoft Word
versions are also available and can be emailed to Mike Shalley or
faxed to 517-321-7504. More information about the event and
nomination forms can be found here.

CAA employees and family eligible
for reduced tuition, grant money

Community Action Agencies
throughout the state will be
holding local Walk for Warmth
events to help raise money for
low-income households that need
heating assistance. A complete
schedule of events can be
found here.
For a full list of events,
visit MCA’s calendar.

Did you know?
Decent, affordable housing brings
economic stability to families and
their communities. Conversely,
inadequate housing can
negatively affect all taxpayers.
Vacant homes, reduced economic
development, loss of tax revenue,
and people living in buildings that
don’t meet housing codes or pose
safety hazards are just some of
the negative impacts of
inadequate housing. Community
Action Agencies in Michigan
provide an array of housing
programs, from homebuyer
education classes to housing
vouchers and mortgage
assistance.

Catalyst welcomes
input, story ideas
Is there a story or issue you'd like
to see covered in Catalyst?
Let us know what's happening in
your agency or region. Success
stories? Recent events? People
news?
We welcome your input and
feedback. Please send your
comments and ideas here.

MCA Officers/Board
Members 2017-2019

CAA employees have access to education benefits through a partnership between
Capella University and MCA.

Financial aid is available to all Community Action Agency
(CAA) employees and their immediate family
members at Capella University through a partnership between
the two groups. A 10 percent tuition discount is also given as well
as a $4,000 grant for certain degree programs.
“CAA staff and their families have access to resources that will
further their professional development,” says Kate White, MCA
executive director. “MCA thanks Capella University for the
opportunity it has given CAAs to grow their careers.”
Capella offers credit for professional certificates and prior learning
as well as free professional development webinars, many of which
qualify for continuing education credit. The university also
provides academic advising, career counseling and disability
accommodations for students.
Capella offers more than 163 degree and certificate programs at
undergraduate and graduate levels. Students may choose to
enroll in bachelor’s, master’s, MBA, PhD,
and certificateprograms that include:
Human services, psychology and counseling degrees
Business degrees including accounting, finance, MBA and
human resources degrees
Information technology degrees
Education degrees
To learn more or apply,
visit www.capella.edu/michigancommunityaction.
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Consumers Energy assistance
helps heat homes

Louis Piszker
Vice President
Wayne Metro CAA

Low income households will have help paying energy bills thanks
to a $10 million Consumers Energy donation to Michigan
Community Action and other non-profit organizations. The funds
will be distributed among Michigan’s 29 Community Action
Agencies (CAAs).
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“Keeping households warm also helps improve safety and health,”
says Kate White, Michigan Community Action (MCA) executive
director. “MCA thanks Consumers Energy for its continued
support and efforts to combat poverty.”
The $10 million donation will be dispersed among MCA, the
Salvation Army, The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW), TrueNorth
Community Services, Society of St. Vincent DePaul and the
United Way of Jackson County.
The contribution also will help as many as 10,000 additional
households enroll in the Consumers Affordable Resource for
Energy (CARE) program, which includes monthly credits toward
bills, assistance on past-due balances and access to energysaving tools for qualified participants.
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