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An artist's rendering displays the renovated Holy Family Orphanage.

Legislative Priorities

People who were once homeless and an abandoned structure
that once housed orphans are both being restored, thanks to a
major economic development project by Community Action Alger
Marquette (CAAM).
For the past three years, CAAM has worked to resurrect and
renovate the dilapidated Holy Family Orphanage in Munising,
which was originally built in 1915. It was a huge, crumbling
building that more than 100 years ago was home to hundreds of
children. It had been vacant since 1981, and in recent years local
homeless people often sought shelter there. Now it has been
reborn as affordable apartments.
“In my opinion, it’s one of the most amazing rejection-toredemption stories in Michigan’s architectural
history,” says Marquette Mayor Dave Campana.
“The roof was failing and water was literally pouring through,”
says Amy Lerlie, CAAM executive director. “The blessing was
the water disintegrated walls of plaster to reveal that the building
was sturdy and salvageable. It has tremendous sentimental value
and is an iconic structure, so to watch it decay was painful for the
community.”
The renamed Grandview Marquette is a 90,000-square-foot
apartment complex with 56 income-adjusted rental units, 14 of
which are reserved as permanent supportive housing for people
who are homeless, disabled or those with special needs. One
such new resident will be a disabled U.S. Navy officer who was
living in the woods east of Munising following his military service.
“It will be nice to have a home to go to and get out at the cold,”
says Jason Wieczorek, who connected with CAAM through his
local VA Medical Center. During the winter, he would sometimes
seek warmth in the homes of friends or family.
“I couldn’t stay at people’s houses for very long,” says the Ferris
State graduate. “I didn’t want to overstay my welcome.”
Although he completed his bachelor’s degree in chemistry,
Wieczorek became seriously ill after returning from four years of
service as a Navy firefighter and dropped out of Ferris State’s
pharmacy school.
The renovation began in August 2016 through a partnership
between Home Renewal Systems, CAAM and investors Old
National Bank of Indianapolis and InSite Capital. The project
received strong community support and created more than 100
local construction jobs.

Member Services

Follow MCA on Twitter,
Facebook and LinkedIn
Keep up with news coverage and
action alerts. Click on the links
below to follow MCA today.

MCA's Mission
To serve member agencies and
strengthen their capacity to
alleviate the causes and
circumstances of poverty.

Announcements
Lead abatement, weatherization
jobs available
Human Development
Commission has open positions in
its Lead Abatement and
Weatherization Programs based
at its headquarters in Caro.
Available jobs include
an environmental project
manager, an energy specialist and
three energy technicians.
Summer conference sponsor,
exhibit opportunities available
MCA is offering sponsorship and
exhibitor opportunities for its 2018
Summer Conference. Interested
sponsors can click here for more
information and interested
exhibitors can click here.
Reminder: Alert MCA
about fundraising events
CAAs that participate in
fundraising events such as Walks
for Warmth should notify Michigan
Community Action with
information regarding the purpose
of the event as well as its date,
time and location. Please
remember to take photographs
and compile data for future
reference.
For a full list of
announcements, visit MCA’s
website.

Upcoming Events
WIPFLI OMB Circular and Cost
Allocation Training Dec. 6-7
A two-day review of regulations
and best practices for compliance
with the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) Circulars and
Cost Allocation will be held
Wednesday, Dec. 6, from 7:45
a.m.-5 p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 7,
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Training will
take place at Mid Michigan
Community Action Agency's
Administrative Headquarters,
1574 E. Washington Road,
Farwell, MI. Click here to register.

Gov. Snyder speaks with Roger Curtis, director of Michigan’s Department of Talent and
Economic Development, outside the Grandview Marquette. (Marquette Mining Journal
photo by Rachel Oakley)

Gov. Rick Snyder and other state officials toured the facility in
August. In a news conference, Snyder said the former orphanage
has an incredible legacy and would open up opportunities for
family stability, education and jobs.
CAAM has been processing applications for the apartment
complex since September, and the first group of residents will
move in soon.
Housing applications are available on
www.communityactionAM.org.
In late November, Wieczorek joined Lerlie, Campana and other
state officials for a ribbon cutting at the apartments.
“It’s going to completely reform my life,” Wieczorek says of his
upcoming move. “I hopefully will start getting better physically.
It’s going to feel like I have a home.”

Committee Meetings Dec. 11
Finance and Personnel
Committee meeting
11 a.m.-noon
Directors Council meeting
1-3:30 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
3:30-5 p.m.
All committee meetings will be
held at the MCA offices in
Okemos. Lunch will be served at
noon. Please RSVP to Angelia
Miller if you plan to attend lunch.
For a full list of events,
visit MCA’s calendar.

Wieczorek joined CAAM Executive Director Amy Lerlie at a November ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the complex.
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Warm Hearts, Warm
Homes raises funds for
families

The Warm Hearts, Warm Homes
campaign is accepting donations now.

For the past three years, more
than 30,000 families stayed warm
during the winter thanks to
the Warm Hearts, Warm
Homes campaign. Coordinated
by Central Michigan University
Public Radio, the campaign is
back for its fourth year and plans
to raise $67,000 to meet a
corporate match offer
by Consumers Energy and
Isabella Bank. The funds are
given to Michigan Community
Action to be distributed through its
agencies to residents in need.
“I am a beneficiary of the energy
assistance program through
Northwest Michigan Community
Action Agency,” a radio listener
says. “I cannot express enough
my gratitude for this program,
which is helping my family keep
warm.”
Last year’s campaign raised
$68,000 to help pay heating bills
for central and northern Michigan
residents.

Did you know?
In 2014, about 49,000 jobs in
Michigan were unfilled, according
to the Michigan Manufacturers
Association, due in part to a lack
of qualified candidates.
Michigan’s high school dropout
rate is nearly 9 percent, according
to Michigan Center for Educational
Performance and Information. By
investing in early childhood
education, more children will
complete high school and postsecondary education. Education
programs for children from birth to
age three can deliver longer-term
benefits including higher work
force participation, earnings and
reduced crime.

Catalyst welcomes
input, story ideas
Is there a story or issue you'd
like to see covered in Catalyst?
Let us know what's happening in
your agency or region. Success
stories? Recent events? People
news?
We welcome your input and
feedback. Please send your
comments and ideas here.

Senior Companion volunteers help with chores and transportation.

For more than three decades, seniors in Menominee, Delta and
Schoolcraft counties have served as Senior Companions,
volunteering to spend time with fellow area seniors.
Dorothy Sahn of Escanaba was recognized for her 16-year
service record along with more than 40 of her volunteer peers at a
luncheon held by the Menominee-Delta Schoolcraft Community
Action Agency (MDSCAA). Sahn was named “Companion of the
Year” and recieved the Gilbert Sablack Award for volunteer work
at Christian Park Village in Escanaba.
MDSCAA is marking 34 years of service for its Senior
Companion Program (SCP), which now numbers about 44
volunteers. According to Connie Maule, SCP director, the 201617 program provided nearly 45,000 hours of service to residents
in need.
“The Senior Companion volunteers have
gone above and beyond in their efforts to
make our community members happier and
healthier,” says Rep. Beau LaFave (R-Iron
Mountain). “They are true models of
citizenship, and I applaud their hard work.”
Companions visit assisted living facilities,
adult foster care homes, nursing homes and
resident’s homes. Most serve five days a
week, about 15 to 20 hours.
“The biggest thing we do with them is
companionship,” Maule says. “It’s all
something a friend would do.”
While visiting, volunteers play cards or bingo, read and provide
transportation to and from doctor’s appointments or to pick up
prescriptions.
SCP is a national program started locally in 1983 by the
MDSCAA Human Resources Authority with funding from Michigan
Office of Service and by local, public and private non-profit
agencies. To be eligible to be a companion, volunteers must be
55 years of age or older and have a passion for helping others.
Companions complete 40 hours of orientation before they are
given an assignment and receive ongoing monthly in-service
training.

MCA develops “preferred future”
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Lisa Evans, Community Action Allegan County, casts her vote at the Nov.
30 session in Okemos.

More than 20 MCA members, staff and partners outlined the
association’s “Agenda for a Preferred Future” Nov. 30 during a
strategic planning session at the Michigan Community Action
headquarters in Okemos.
Led by Cheryl Ronk, executive director of the Michigan Society
of Association Executives, participants identified issues MCA is or
will be facing and voted on which will be most significant over the
next few years. Attendees included Gary Heidel of the Michigan
State Housing Development Authority, Gilda Jacobs of the
Michigan League for Public Policy, Robin Bozek of the Michigan
Head Start Association and MCA lobbyist Robert Kennedy of
Capitol Affairs. A full report will be presented to MCA’s Board of
Directors on Dec. 11.
Before the “Preferred Future” session, nearly 40 members came
together to outline MCA’s 2018 summer conference educational
content Nov. 29. The group created subject matter tracks,
including CAA board training, ROMA/CSBG, HR/fiscal
management, energy programs, technology, best practices,
community development, communications and advocacy. The
conference will be held July 10-12 at Crystal Mountain Resort in
Thompsonville. Conference information is available here.

CAA Governing Board Officer
EightCAP

Affordable new housing
inspires neighborhood improvements

A blighted home in Petoskey was torn down to build an affordable, eco-friendly home.

In a depressed neighborhood in Petoskey, a new home has
risen with Community Action and Michigan State Housing
Development Authority (MSHDA) help, and is ready to house a
family. Meanwhile, it is helping improve home values on the
block.
The newly constructed home was built with green technology,
which will save future residents' money and build their long-term
assets. The 1,440-square-foot home can be heated for just $47 a
year.
Financed with the help of a MSHDA grant, the home is listed for
$185,000. Buyers may qualify for $50,000 down payment
assistance from NMCAA and an additional $30,000 from
MSHDA. If owners live there for more than 10 years, the loans
are forgiven.
While the home waits for its new owners to move in, the
surrounding neighborhood is feeling some positive effects.
“We have watched the neighbors next door paint their house,”
says Kris Brady, Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency
(NMCAA) director of community services. “The city put sidewalks
in and redid curbs. They’ve been adding more things to the area
and making the whole neighborhood a better place.”
“It is inspiring to see efforts to help raise
neighborhoods up,” says Rep. Lee Chatfield
(R-Levering). “NMCAA has not only
provided a future home for a family in need,
but has shown the surrounding area that
small improvements create a big impact.”
The three-bedroom home is located at 33
Bridge St. in Petoskey. Interested buyers
may contact NMCAA at 800-443-5518.
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