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F ol l ow M CA on
F a c ebook , Twi t t er
a nd L i nk ed I n.
We'd like you to become a
"follower" of MCA. Keep up with
news and events, media coverage
and action alerts. Click on the
links below to "follow" MCA
today.

M CA 's M i ssi on
To serve member agencies and
strengthen their capacity to alleviate
the causes and circumstances of
poverty.

M CA boar d,
com m i ttees m eet
S ept 1 2
F i n a n c e C o mmi tte e meeting
1 1 a.m. to noon
D i r e c to r s C o u n c i l meeting
1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Bo a r d o f D i r e c to r s meeting
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
All meetings held at MCA's office,
21 73 Commons Parkway, Okemos,
MI .

Urban Builders Academy students help build new home, hone their trades skills.

I t may be called classroom time, but the sounds of hammers, drills
and saws make Saginaw County Community Action Committee's new
program, Urban Builders Academy, feel more like an opportunity for
transformation.
The program began July 25 for its first-ever group of students and is
the result of collaboration between Saginaw CAC and the Greater Michigan
Construction Academy (GMCA).
"The plan is to help introduce individuals to skilled trades and then try
to get them placed or help them become their own employer, " says
Saginaw CAC Deputy Director Tr a c y Th o mp k i n s .
According to Saginaw CAC's research, the average age of a skilled
trades worker is 59. I n the next decade, the number of retiring workers
is expected to spike and create a larger deficit.
Thompkins says it's all about creating jobs and encouraging interest in
them.
Applicants must be participants of the Saginaw CA center either
through its volunteer program or support services, and must meet an
eighth- or ninth-grade math proficiency level.
"We don't know what their interests are so we're not going to
predispose them to a particular trade, " says Ji mmy Gr e e n e , CEO of
the Greater Michigan Chapter of Associated Builders and Contractors.
"We give them a hands-on approach to eight trades, including electrical,
plumbing, carpentry and HVAC (heating, ventilation and air-conditioning).
We're training skilled trades people, and specialization is up to them."
Program participants also receive training in map and blueprint reading
as well as job interview skills.
Graduates will leave the program with a nationally accredited preapprentice certificate in skilled trades, which will allow them to find work or
continue training in states outside Michigan.
"What's interesting about what they're learning is they're picking up the
same skills as anyone else who'd enter a trade skills program, " Greene
says. "The course is modified and paced out, but there are the same
core modules as someone who would pay to attend a trade school."
Thompkins says the future of Urban Builders Academy could involve
collaboration with other Saginaw CAC programs.
"When we started the program we discussed hiring graduates to help
Saginaw's seniors with minor home repairs. Often the cost of an actual
licensed contractor is too expensive for seniors. Having our guys help
instead would be a great example of the success they can have."

Weath er i zati on Mon th i n
October al so m ar k s 40 year s of
WAP

K al am azoo
Cou n ty n am es
n ew CAA
m an ag er
Amber Leverette has been
named CAA manager for
Kalamazoo County. Previously
Leverette had worked was a
program assistant there and later
served as agency housing director.
She is a National Certified ROMA
Trainer (NCRT). Leverette replaces
Charlotte Smith, who has been
promoted to deputy director of
Kalamazoo County's Community
Services Department.

N ew Y or k CAA
of f er s E xcel
webi n ar s
I n order to help its members
gain proficiency in managing and
analyzing data, MCA has engaged
the New Y ork Community Action
Agency Association to conduct two
webinars on Microsoft Excel.
The first session, "Excel
Formatting and List Management",
will focus on formatting and
presenting data sets. I t will also
provide information on creating and
sorting lists in Excel. Participants
will learn how to draw the viewer's
eyes to the most important data in
their workbooks. The session will
be held on Sept 21 .
The second session, "Excel
Charts, Graphs and Pivot Tables, "
will teach participants to make
concise summaries out of
unorganized data. I t will focus on
selecting and tailoring the appropriate
charts for data sets. The session
will be held on Sept 28.
Both sessions begin at 1 0 a.m.
To register for the webinars, click
here.

N CAF sets 2 01 7
con f er en ce dates
Community Action members can
meet with their congressional
delegation, as well as other
members of congressional
leadership and national Community
Action champions, Ma r c h 1 4 1 7 at the 201 7 National Community
Action Foundation (NCAF)
Legislative Conference in
Washington, D.C.
The conference hosts
congressional speakers and other
national leaders who discuss current
events in Washington and their
relation to Community Action.
Further information and instructions
on how to register will be available
soon.
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Caulking windows just one way to save energy.

October is Weatherization Month, an opportunity to speak to state
and local leaders about the benefits of Weatherization Assistance
Programs (WAP).
"Community Action Agencies know the importance of
weatherization, " says K a te Wh i te , MCA executive director. "As
low-income families spend less on their heating bills, they free up
money that can be used for other necessities, such as education and
job training."
As MCA marks WAP's 40th year of helping Michigan families, it
notes that more than 600, 000 homes are warmer and safer thanks to
weatherization efforts. With National Weatherization Day Oct. 30, MCA
is grateful to legislators and policymakers for their four decades of
WAP support.
"I t is important as Community Action Agencies to spread
awareness about the benefits of WAP, " White says. "CAAs provide
not only WAP services but information on weatherization benefits for
homeowners and renters. MCA thanks legislators for their continued
support of WAP and dedication to combating poverty in Michigan."
For more information on WAP and supplementary educational
materials, visit mcaaa.org.

W at ch video

D econ str u cti n g vacan t h ou ses
h el ps bu i l d w or k er s' sk i l l s

House disappears in minutes as crews deconstruct.

Learning to deconstruct blighted houses is leading some
unemployed workers to new jobs. After completing OLHSA's 1 2-week
certification course in blight removal, deconstruction and workplace
safety, the men and women tackle condemned properties and
deconstruct them, salvaging furniture, electrical fixtures and
hardwood. Efforts to train workers have expanded to carpentry, and
OLHSA will soon sell the resulting products. Click here to watch!

An n u al N AS C S P con fer en ce
offer s str ategi c tr ai n i n g
Professionals from across the country will come together Sept. 2830 for the National Association for State Community Services Program's
(NASCSP) 201 6 Annual Training Conference in Omaha, Nebraska.
Participants may choose from two educational tracks. The
Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) track will focus on HHS
CSBG initiatives and best practices related to anti-poverty efforts,
performance management and performance measurement. The
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) track will focus on
Department of Energy WAP initiatives and grantee management
issues.
I n addition to NASCSP training, the Office of Management Budget
(OMB) Uniform Guidance Training will take place Sept. 27 and will
focus on the 1 0 biggest changes in the new guidance. The interactive
seminar will cover practical ways to address the new requirements and
point out areas to increase efficiency in organizational operations.
The conference takes place at the Hilton Omaha. For more
information on sessions, or to register, click here. For questions
about the event, contact Raymond Thomas, NASCSP's program
manager.
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Catal yst
wel com es i n pu t,
stor y i deas
I s there a story or issue you'd
like to see covered in Catalyst?
Let us know what's happening in
your agency or region. Success
stories? Recent events? People
news?
We welcome your input and
feedback. Please send your
comments and ideas to:
Click Here
Michigan Community Action
21 73 Commons Parkway
Okemos, MI 48864
Phone: 51 7.321 .7500
Fax: 51 7.321 .7504
info@mcaaa.org
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